Proceeding, then, to consider the actions of the bromide of potassium, I may first remark that,?
I. It mitigates those convulsive movements or spasmodic twitchings which are the result of the rapid conversion of sensory impressions into motor impulses, or of morbid reflex action through the medulla oblongata, and it exercises a peculiar influence over the phenomena which are characteristic of epilepsy. Recent inquiries as to the structure and functions of the medulla oblongata have proved it to be that common central point where reflex action crosses to either side, and have distinguished it as possessing special capabilities in the excitement of bilateral reflex activity. It is unusually rich, alike in transverse fibres and commissures, and in groups of ganglionic cells endowed with the property of transforming into muscular action any stimulus that may be applied to it. It is thus the great reflex centre which distributes the influences conveyed to it, in the first place to those afferent nerves which are more especially its own?the facial, the hypoglossal, the accessory, and portio-minor trigemini,?and then to those which arise from the lateral columns of the spinal cord, and which, when disordered, manifests 
